September 1, 2024 15" Sunday After Pentecost
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WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING
The offering is now being collected at the entrance of the sanctuary.
Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
P Inthe name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen!
HYMN When Morning Gilds the Skies ELW 853
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I  When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:
2  When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this 1s my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - @ - phon in all high heav’n 18  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may  Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may  Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee-ter - nal Word
may  Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion O’er,
2 | Z
2 " S
J T T
this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm 1s  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be  praised!

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen,



P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Together we pray,

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

O O

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you,
and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe
in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD W&P 129

Spirit of the Living God Fall fresh on me
Spirit of the Living God Fall fresh on me
Melt me mold me Fill me use me
Spirit of the Living God Fall fresh on me

THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,



C O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward
creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside,
and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we
may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching
you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the
LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. “You must neither add
anything to what | command you nor take away anything from it, but keep
the commandments of the LORD your God with which | am charging you.

°You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will
say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 'For what
other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever
we call to him? ®And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances
as just as this entire law that | am setting before you today?

°But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the
days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s
children.
L The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING James 1:17-27
"Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. ““In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his
creatures.

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen,
slow to speak, slow to anger; ““for your anger does not produce God’s
righteousness. “Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank



growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word
that has the power to save your souls.

’But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive
themselves. °For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; ““for they look at
themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like.
>>But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be
blessed in their doing.

“°If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. ?’Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

L The word of God.
C Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

GOOD SOIL W&P 52
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your v—v(g;d.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.

GOSPEL Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

C Glorytoyou, O Lord.



'"Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], “they noticed that some of his disciples
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. *(For the
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; “and they do not eat
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze
kettles.) °So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with
defiled hands?” “He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you
hypocrites, as it is written,

“This people honors me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me;
‘in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
®You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

“Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of
you, and understand: “>there is nothing outside a person that by going in
can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.

*“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, ““adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. “All these evil things come
from within, and they defile a person.”

P The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

MUSIC MINISTRY Arioso J.S.Bach
Jeff Petersen, Saxophone

SERMON Pastor Armen

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE




HYMN

For the Beauty of the Earth

ELW 879
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A Together we confess our faith,
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with
confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

each petition concludes...
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of
your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE (PLEASE SMILE AND WAVE)

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

OFFERING

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
In consideration of health concerns, we will collect the offering at the entrance
doors of the sanctuary. If you have your offering in your hand, please raise
your hand and the usher will stop on the way forward.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. For those not communing, please keep your hands
folded and you will receive a blessing. Both wine (red) and grape
juice (white) are available at communion. If you prefer a gluten-free
wafer, notify the server. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and
would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.




after all have communed

U

you in his grace.
Amen.

Together we pray,

OX» O

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than

we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now

strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
we pray. Amen.

P

In your name

The blessing of God, Father, = Son and Holy Spirit, who provides

for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, be upon you now and forever.

C Amen.

HYMN Joyful, Joyful
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DISMISSAL

P Go in peace filled with the Holy Spirit. You are the body of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude



Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Men’s Breakfast
Guys, you are invited to join us this Tuesday morning, September
3rd, at Stefanos. We meet at 7:30 for some great food and
fellowship. You can stay as long as you like and get to know your
church brothers. No sign-up necessary.

The Chicks Are Back!
The Lutheran Chicks will resume meeting this Tuesday at 9:00 am.
All you ladies are welcome to join them — no sign-up required. Just
be here at 9 to enjoy fun, food and fellowship.

Another “Undie Sunday”
Next Sunday is “God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday, and this year’s
theme is “Undie Sunday.” You have one more week to collect
underwear and socks for Kids Needs and our homeless ministry. A
list of needed sizes and styles is available in the narthex. We ask
that you purchase any of the items you choose and place them in
the box in the narthex next week.

Ladies’ Luncheon
The September Ladies Luncheon will be held at 11:30 am on
Wednesday, September 18", at The End Zone, 2440 S. McCall
Road. Their menu includes wings, burgers, fish, salads, pizza and
other great menu choices. We will order off the menu with
separate checks. Join us for fellowship and laughter! Deadline to
sign up is Sunday, September 15th. The sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board in the narthex. If you need more information, see or
call Kathie Wiley (941-662-5383).

ATTENTION WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE
The September meeting date has been changed from Monday,
September 23" to Monday, September 9", at 10:00.



Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs toothpaste and
toothbrushes. All donations should be placed in the bin in the
narthex.

Keep Watching...

Check upcoming bulletins and the September newsletter to learn
about the developing plans for our 50" anniversary celebration next
year!

Outreach Opportunity
We need a few more people to take prepared lunches to Indian
Mound Park on Tuesday evenings. You don’t need to serve every
week just pick the weeks you are available. If you can help, see
Cyndy Hoops for details.

New Donation
We now have a double seat stroller available to lend if you need
one. Call Barbra in the church office for details (941-697-3313).

Attendance Last Week: 49

WE PRAY FOR...

Lou Taylor John Schleede Sandy Cox
Speth family Bob Ash Ruthie Rorbach
Danny DeGrood Marcia and Gary Wilkins

Tom and Linda Jackling

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Linda Schleede
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Kathryn Gallagher
Ushers: Art Hanson, Jim Hughs, Jay Fisher



Every week day morning

Monday

Tuesday

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

6:30 am AA meets at church
8:00 pm AA meets at church
Labor Day -- Office Closed

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
8:30 am Work Crew
9:00 am Lutheran Chicks

Your Church Council

Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Sandy Cox
(Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Jim Taylor, Jeff Petersen,
Gene Newlon, Jay Fisher and Sue Baran.
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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am — Noon (M-F)
PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 — 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught

As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life



